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• If we were to take a gallon jar and fill it with sand to give an illustration of how few students 
actually die in a school shooting, we would need 2,500,000 (2.5 million) grains of sand and just 
one grain of pepper (or something of another color) to represent how rare this is.  If you have 
one grain of pepper in a whole gallon jar of sand, it is nearly impossible to find. 

It might be helpful to remember that the likelihood of a child dying in a school shooting is 1/2.5 million, 
and the likelihood that a child will die of a gunshot wound outside of school (in their own home or the 
home of a neighbor, for instance) is 1/1,600.  But the news doesn’t report on those individual deaths, 
even though they are so much more common.  It is helpful for us to keep our own sense of context in all 


